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Queen

Because  Of
You !



Nettie Hatcher |  Executive Director

I remember the first time I met Lillie

Casteel.  It was at one of the first Breathe

Respite events. She was so beautiful and lit

up the room with her smile.  I will never

forget hearing her sing. The words to the

song weren't just words. It was obvious that

she believed them! 

 

"When you don't move the mountains, I'm

needing you to move. When you don't part

the waters, I wish I could walk thru. When

you don't give the answers, as I cry out to

you, I will trust, I will trust in you."

 

Lillie's faith inspired me. She challenged

me to believe for the impossible and to trust

with all of my heart.

 

She knew that God heard her when she

prayed and that He was with her. She had

written John 3:16 on her heart and she told

everyone she met!

 

When I think of all that would not have

been offered to Lillie if The Breathe 

Active, Loved
& Valued

B E C A U S E  O F  Y O U
L i l l i e  W A S . . . .

We often feel defeated even though we get to

witness daily miracles.  We want to share our

joy as we see our children grow and meet

milestones they were never expected to meet.

We value your encouragement!

Remembering Lillie

What do families with special needs want us to know?

In 1995, after the birth of her 2nd child,

Nettie Hatcher found herself in a life

that she didn't sign up for, walking a

path that she never imagined. She

describes her life as the mother of a

child with special needs, as the most

terrifying, beautiful, painful, and

                                          fulfilling 

                                          experience of 

                                          her life.   She 

                                          has dedicated 

                                          her life to 

                                          bringing 

                                          awareness to  

                                          the value and 

                                          gift of people 

                                          with special

                                          needs and

creating communities where families are

loved, valued and equipped with

everything they need to live fulfilling

lives.

Organization supporters were not so

faithful...and generous,  my heart expands

in love and appreciation for you!

 

I remember, in a step of faith last year, I

made an appeal for help to pay for 100

more Breathe kids to attend, how generous

you were in meeting the need and more. 

 

Because of you, we deployed  350

volunteers, served over 300 families, gave

away 350 Chick-fil-A sandwiches, and had

record breaking attendance at Night to

Shine!

 

The beauty of this event is hard to describe

but looking back on it, I can remember

seeing Lillie on the dance floor, filled with

joy, twirling around like a princess with her

crown on.

 

We had no way of knowing that this would

be her last dance, and that the next time she

would be crowned, it would be in heaven.

 

Thank you for making this event so special

for Lille.

L E T T E R  f r o m  t h e  D i r e c t o r

You can stand with us. When you do, you will

see that people with special needs are brave,

funny, compassionate, resilient, courageous,

forgiving, generous, and SO full of love!

 

AND, we want to share all that with you!

Jessica, 24 yrs.
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We value the gift of a smile.  Especially when

our children's behavior is out of sorts and we

need to know that you are not judging us.  

We don't expect you to have all of the answers

to the problems we face. Sometimes, it's just

nice to know that you care.

Lillie getting her crown at the Night To
Shine



Volunteer Spotlight
 

 

I took a sign language class in college and I loved it so much that I

changed my major to Deaf Education!  

 

After that class, I immediately began to interpret in my church and

began leading a sign language class there!

 

                                                         Since then, I have completed 

                                                         my degree and work as a deaf 

                                                         & hard of hearing Teacher in 

                                                         the Colquitt County School 

                                                         System.  I am an official ASL 

                                                         Interpreter.

 

                                                         But my real joy began when I

came in contact with the ministry of The Breathe Organization.  I

met Executive Director, Nettie Hatcher, and knew very clearly

that I was supposed to give my heart in service there.  She showed

me the Breathe Special Needs Center and began to tell me the

statistics on how many special needs families are unserved in

Colquitt County.  I immediately felt the call to join in and be

involved.

 

I feel joy in serving with my talents and gifts.  I don’t know how

else to describe it, it is just fun!  I also am filled with humbled

emotion as I realize that I have been trusted to interact with these

special needs treasures!  

 

At a women’s conference 

recently, there were some 

deaf women in attendance and 

I was pulled onstage to sign a 

song.  As the song was sung, 

the women began to sign the 

song back to me and it was 

very emotional as we worshipped together.  I remember one of the

lines of the song was “You say I am loved…”  I was overcome

when I signed it to the women and they signed it back to me.

 

During the last hurricane I reached out to a special needs family

who spoke no English and I had to communicate to them with

emoji’s!  I let them know through the emoji’s that it was

dangerous and they needed to find safety at a shelter.  I have since

attended medical appointments with the child and translated

through another parent.  I even took them to get clothes.  The

family responds with tamales filled with love!

 

Serving the community through The Breathe Organization has

given me such joy.

Nicole 
Kusek

I immediately

felt the call to

join in and be

involved.

The family

responds with

tamales filled

with love!
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All I know is that I LOVED it!



Kathy Casteel never planned on having a baby.  Pushed by co-workers, she took a pregnancy test.  Positive.  She couldn't believe it. 

She took another one.  Positive.  She went to two different clinics that day and was retested.  Positive.  

 

Kathy was 47, her husband, Lavonne was 51.  Their son Michael was 18.  Having another baby was not on their radar.  

 

Like any mother, she began her pre-natal doctor visits.  After being sent to a specialist, she was given the news. She was pregnant with

a little girl, and the little girl had a defect the medical world knows as Trisomy 21, or Down Syndrome. They immediately suggested an

abortion.  But an abortion was not something Kathy and Lavonne would consider.  They would have this baby and consider it a gift

from God.  

 

One month before her baby was due, she went to the hospital to do a stress test and went into 

labor.  One month earlier than expected, Lillie Nicole Casteel was born.  Lillie was precious.  

Lillie was amazing.  And Lillie had special needs.  

 

With emotion, Kathy remembers holding Lillie for the first time.  "Words can never express what

Lavonne and I felt."  For the first few days, the medical team didn't expect her to live.  She was 

very premature.  It was touch and go, but Lillie wanted to live!  And live she did!  

 

"Because of our age, it was not uncommon for people to think Lillie was our granddaughter."  

This was funny to Lillie.  Waitresses at the Huddle House would say, "Oh, what a beautiful grandbaby." 

Cathy would always correct them, "No, this is my baby.  I am the mamma!"
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She baptized them. 

She arrested them and put them in handcuffs.  

She put wrestling holds on them and body slammed them!  

She loved to "arrest" you and make you lie on the floor

handcuffed while she read you your rights.   

 

When she learned how to 

write, she wrote her friends

names on all the walls at

home.  

 

Lillie really loved Breathe 

Organization events.  When 

she learned of the next event, 

she would count down the days. The late Dennis Eubanks fell in

love with Lillie and became her escort every year at the Breathe

events.  At the last prom, Night to Shine, Lillie got the royal

treatment and danced the night away!  Her favorite activity was

the karaoke singing. She couldn't get enough.  She had to be

coaxed away after a few songs.  She had her picture made,

something she loved.  

 

It was the next week after the Night To Shine prom that she came

down ill and was diagnosed with Leukemia and immediately

began treatments at Shands in Jacksonville, Fla.  She never

returned from her treatments.  The Breathe Organization

Director, Nettie Hatcher, said, "I am SO glad that Lillie got to

come and spend one of the last nights she felt good at the Night

To Shine Prom."

"Mama, they called you 'Grandma'," Lillie would say with a

laugh.  When Lillie entered school her mom would pick her up

sometimes and the administrators would say, "Lillie, your

grandma is here."  Perplexed, Lillie would run out to see her

mom and one more time, she would laughingly call Kathy

"Grandma."  

 

"We did our best to raise her like we would any other child.  We

were determined for her to experience normal". 

 

At a church service,

a minister encourag-

ed the family to put

Lillie in school and

let her learn.  With

that prompt, the

family enrolled her

in kindergarten.  

She loved school 

and would read to 

the kindergartners.  

Her Pastor, Thomas 

Morey, tells the 

story of Lillie 

regularly grabbing 

a Bible and

"reading" verses.  

"She had memorized  

John 3:16 and she 

would run her finger along the page in an open Bible as though

she was reading."  

 

Her church honored her and she regularly sang special songs.

She loved Lauren Daigle songs, especially "Trust In You," "We

Believe" and others.  Lillie was adored by her church.  In her last

few days, the last song she sang was "Amazing Grace."

 

One of her favorite movies was "War Room," where an older,

wiser woman teaches a mother how to pray.  In the movie, Miss

Clara has a closet where she prays.  Her mom remembers, "Lillie

LOVED 'War Room' and I came home one day and she had

                                                      cleaned everything out of 

                                                      a closet and made her a 

                                                      real 'War Room' prayer 

                                                      closet!  She would pray 

                                                      for everyone.  If she saw an

                                                      accident on the way home from  

                                                      school, she would say, 'Mama,

we need to pray.'"  And, with her mom, they would pray for the

accident victims.  

 

Lillie loved her dolls.  They became participants in her world of

pretend.  

She prayed for them.  

She gave them operations. 

She gave them injections.  

 

Mama, they

called you

Grandma...

  ...they

immediately

suggested an

abortion

Fighting Leukemia, Lillie Casteel went to be with Jesus on April

26, 2019.  She was loved by her family, the community and The

Breathe Organization.
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Donor Spotlight

John
Edwards
John Edwards is a passionate supporter

of The Breathe Organization.  He was

initially exposed to the ministry through

his brother Bill.  He remembers visiting

Moultrie and attending his brother’s

church, Heritage, and meeting Nettie

Hatcher and experiencing a young man

named “JB.”  JB’s enthusiasm instantly

won him over!  Attending church with

the Breathe participants brought him a

lot of satisfaction.

 

Once, John got to see the Breathe

Organization through a friend's

eyes, and it affected him greatly.  He

had a friend who had earned her

doctorate in helping special needs

children and was now a college 

professor teaching others.  He invited

her to come and visit the Breathe

Center.  She was blown away!  She

walked into one of the multi-sensory

rooms, sat down and immediately,

overcome with emotion, began to weep. 

With tears running down her face she

called the school she was teaching in

and began to say, “I found some people

who are doing what we teach!”  She had

witnessed extra-sensory rooms in

Europe but had not seen them here in

America.  Her husband was also deeply

moved.  John remembers, “I knew I was

impressed with the Breathe Center but

when I saw how moved she was, I saw

the ministry through totally different

eyes!”

 

In addition to his financial gifts, John

now serves on The Breathe

Organization Board.  “Through the

years, I have been asked to serve on

many Boards but I have refused.  But,

when Nettie Hatcher asked if I would

serve on her Board, I immediately said

yes.” 

About

John

Edwards

John Edwards is married to

Tommy Lou, has two sons

and three grandsons.  He

serves as President of

Autry Furniture in

Moultrie, Ga.  Prior to

moving to Moultrie, he

owned Modern Electric

Company where he

received the Governor's

Award for employing

workers with Special

Needs 

Follow Us On Facebook The Breathe Organization
P.O. Box 2995

Moultrie, GA 31776
www.thebreatheorganization.org

nettie@thebreatheorganization.org

When parents learn their child has a disability, they begin  

a journey that takes

them into a life that can be filled with a lack of resources, 

services and support.

This often leads to isolation and exploitation.

 

Because the most generous people in the world support

The Breathe Organization, these families are active, loved,

valued and equipped with needed resources.

Special thanks to Chick-fil-A, Whatagraphic!

AND everyone who responded to our appeal for

help with Night To Shine 2019.


